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Be careful what you wish 

for... Since we launched this 

magazine fours years ago, 

I've always wanted to have 

a product competition. The 

problem, of course, at that time, 

was that there weren't a lot of 

SSL products to evaluate. But 

in the wake of past couple of 

Lightfairs, it's clear there is an 

abundance of product out there. 

In fact, there's so much product 

now, it's easy as a specifier, to 

simply turn away or stick to the 

companies you know. That said, 

there's a lot of good product 

out there and a lot of players 

coming out of left field with 

really interesting takes on the 

technology. Thus became the 

mission of the program: sort 

out the products that show 

the greatest promise across a 

wide field of functions. In other 

words, we didn't want to have 

a beauty contest of only the 

prettiest luminaires, nor did we 

wish to ignore drivers, arrays 

and other components that can 

be as critical as the fully assem

bled fixture. We also took award 

criteria seriously. We would not 

have the capability to do prod

uct testing or have products 

available for judge's perusal at 

least for this initial outing. As 

a result, we spent a lot of time 

with our judges, especially Dane 

Sanders, establishing criteria 

and data points. In fact, our web 

questionnaire team thought we 

were crazy in that we were real

ly asking a lot and we did. But 

our entrants responded. That 

full data is not presented in the 

pages that follow due to space 

considerations, but is available 

at SSL Interactive. Check it out, 

along with our other entrants. 

As far as the judging, we oper

ated on a simple 1 10 scale, but 

with the judges scoring entries 

in composite sections varying 

from an initial grade, to scores 

for technical merits; to scores 

for specific attributes such as 

replacement policies. I was glad 

we went to these lengths, as 

often these individual scores 

broke ties. This has been a 

Herculean effort on the parts of 

many people. My thanks to ev

eryone who made this happen. 

Hopefully, this effort will help 

you identify a product for your 

next project.    

and the winners are...

Beyond olympic
Call it a bronze shortage, but we decided to be a little dif-
ferent with our winners, awarding Platinum, Gold and Silver 
honors for our top scorers.

Luminaires 	

General Ambient
Cove/Linear 
Downlights 
Track 
Decorative/Pendant 
Task  
area lighting retrofit
High Bay / Low Bay
Replacement Products
Specialty Lighting
Architectural / Flood
Wallpacks / bollards
Street / Area 
Street / Area—Decorative 

components 

Arrays / sources
Modular Light Engines 
Drivers
component-other
ssl source-other
oled source
	

Our outstanding judges:

Vilma Barr
Vilma is a veteran, Philadelphia-based lighting 
writer and contributor to SSL and illuminate.

Michael cohen
Principal of the Minneapolis office of Schuler Shook, 
Michael specializes in themed environments.

kevin dowling
The former Color Kinetics VP of R&D now helps 
lead high-tech electronics manufacturer MC10.

john fox
The co-founder of Fox+Fox Design, John's firm 
recently won a special citation for the facade of 
the Louis Vuitton store in Las Vegas' City Center.

kevin gauna
Founder of Sunbrothers Studios, Kevin is both a 
lighting expert and a working light artist.

ron harwood
President of Illuminating Concepts, Ron's firm 
specializes in blending architectural and theatrical 
lighting with multi-media systems.

carlos inclan
A senior lighting designer with Glumac, Carlos has 
worked internationally on a range of projects.

jeffrey knox
A senior lighting designer with Schuler Shook's Dallas 
office, Jeffrey is both a designer and an educator.

maureen mahr
A senior designer with the Chicago office of 
Schuler Shook, Maureen has substantial experi-
ence with hospitality and commercial projects.

steve neimeister
An award-winning director of lighting for Ewing 
Cole's Irvine, Calif. office.

evelyn sahaja
CEO of InLIghtIn Design and an advisory member 
of IESNA's SSL testing procedures committee.

Connie samla
A lighting specialist with the Sacramento Munici-
pal Utility District, she specializes in educating 
utility customers on energy efficient lighting.

DaNe sanders
Our lead judge, main man and principal with Clan-
ton Assocs., Boulder, Colo.

kevin willmorth
Architectural SSL's resident guru.

bruce yarnell
An ArchLED veteran and principal of Yarnell Assocs., 
Bruce is active in all areas of the design process.

Z awards begin on page 14

applications  

use of white light
Most energy efficient
best Renovation/Retrofit 
Most Impactful use

market leadership  

technology brand of the year
industry participation
education
best campaign / catalogue
best website

special citations  

most unique product
standout advancement in technology
most innovative optical & control system
most sustainable
most effective new product
best retrofit product
best use of oled
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Cooper lighting

Invue Mesa LED

award: Platinum
Category: Street/Area—Decorative 

Key data points:

 Color rendering index (CRI): Nom 70%

 Correlated color temperature (CCT): 4,307K

 Luminous efficacy: 63.5lm/W

 Estimated L70 lifetime at 55°C: 50,000 hours

 Warranty: 5 years 

 Includes LM79 and 80 data

The contemporary design of the Invue Mesa 

combined with precision LED technology cre

ates a statement in modern lighting design. 

Optical excellence is provided through a 

choice of 17 patented AccuLED optical distri

butions and scalable LED technology avail

able with up to six IP66 rated LightBARs.

In application: The style and performance of 

the Invue Mesa LED has been a huge success 

at the Frisco Peninsula Recreation Area, a ski 

resort in Frisco, Colo. The lighting perfor

mance from the Invue Mesa LED, coupled with 

the stylish look of the fixture, accents the ski 

area while providing lighting to the guests at 

the resort.

Judges comments

“This product is a great balance of aesthetic 

form and quality optical design… “The quality 

and variety of optical distributions is very 

impressive.” Cooper, specifically, uses "over 

optics" in its outdoor LED lighting fixtures 

with its replaceable LightBAR technology. 

21 LEDs are on each LightBAR feature 21 

individual "over optics" that carry the IES 

distribution. For example if the fixture is a 

type V distribution, it would allow 21 type V 

over optics on the LightBAR. Judges encour

age the development of 3000K and 3500K 

options.

Luminaires  Street / Area lighting—Decorative 

Sternberg Lighting
A850SRLED Old Town

award: GOLD
Category: Street/Area—Decorative

Sternberg’s Old Town is scalable and upgradable 
with a wide variety of CCT temperature options 
and boasts a 70,000-hour life rating at L70 in 
accordance to LM-79 & LM-80. The product, made 
entirely in the United States, has a 7-year warranty. 
In application: 42 of Sternberg’s A850ASRLEDs 
were installed  on Main Street in Huntington Beach, 
Calif. 
Judge’s comments
“After evaluating the photometry, this is an excel-
lent optical design with good balance of street and 
pedestrian lighting, especially in a traditional post-
top acorn… “The retrofit LED optic offered with it 
has potential to make a significant impact on exist-
ing traditional street and pedestrian luminaires.”

GE
Evolve, Contemporary Domed

award: silver
Category: Street/Area—Decorative

The European styling of the fixture balances a 
modern look with workhorse performance. The 
optical ring design produces superior vertical illumi-
nance and efficiently delivers the required amount 
of light for each application, without wasteful and 
unwelcomed light spill. Reduced energy consump-
tion, combined with a long rated life enables the 
fixture to provide significant operating cost ben-
efits over the life of each fixture. 

Judge’s comments
“This luminaire has a good design aesthetic with 
an interesting optical strategy…. Judges also noted 
this could be a “great” pedestrian luminaire if the 
optical distribution were improved.

honorable mention:
Architectural Area Lighting: Providence
GE: Evolve Contemporary Conical




